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have fifty votes. That's probably why I nearly didn't get in!
. . * What's the use? In that house they can do nothing
simply, without intrigues. Apart from a little campaign,
cleverly conducted, I had against me also the lack of sympathy
of the clericals, and of those who thought I had not paid enough
calls. S. asked me which academicians were going to vote for
me, and I told him I did not know; that I had not asked them.
"That's it," he said, "you didn't deign to ask!'5 And the rumour
is put about that I am proud.
Pierre Curie to Georges Gouy> October 6th, 1905:
. . . I went to the institute on Monday, but I must really say
I don't know what I was doing there. I have nothing to do with
any of the members, and the interest of the meetings is null.
I feel very clearly that these circles are not mine.
Pierre Curie to Georges Gouy, October, 1905:
I have not yet discovered what is the use of the Academy.
Pierre, though a lukewarm admirer of the illustrious company,
took the liveliest interest in the decisions taken in his favour
by the university: his work depended upon them. At the begin-
ning of 1904 the rector, Liard, had obtained for him the creation
of a chair in physics. Here at last was the post, so long desired,
of titular professor. Before accepting the promotion Kerre asked
where would be the laboratory attached to his work.
A laboratory? What laboratory? There had been no question
of a laboratory.
In a second the laureates of the Nobel Prize, parents of
radium, discovered that if Pierre left his position in the P.G.N.
to teach at the Sorbonne he would run the risk of being able
to do no work at all. No space was offered the new professor,
and the two rooms he had been using at the P.C.N. would be,
as was only natural, assigned to his successor. He was left with
the prospect of conducting his experiments in the street.
With his accomplished pen, Pierre wrote his chiefs a polite
but firm letter: since the position created for him did not bring